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June 16 – Father’s Day 

June 19 - Juneteenth 

 

 

 

 



 

Church Events 

Sunday Services begin at 9:30 
Childcare Provided  

June 2, 2019, by Rev. Dr. Nancy J. Crumbine:   

A Reflection on the Power of Belief  

With poetic, political, and musical interludes. 

 

 

 

June 9, 2019, by Kevin Carson: “Does a Bear Think in the Woods?”  

We are learning that animals and even plants communicate in much more         

sophisticated ways than we once imagined, and many mammals in display behav-

iors that indicate they are far more intelligent than creatures       acting only on 

instincts.  What are the ethical and spiritual implications of such discoveries? 

Principles in Action June and July 2019 Collection 

In June and July, our congregation will support the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.  Cystic Fibrosis (CF) is a 
genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and limits the ability to breathe over time.  As 
many of you know, Melody Reed’s son has cystic fibrosis and their family works very hard to keep his 
breathing under control.  Our donation will support the research done by the CF Foundation to find 
therapies and fund clinical trials to help treat this devastating disease.  Please be as generous as 
possible in supporting this important research.  Your donation can be put into the yellow envelopes 
that you will find in the pews and then placed into the offertory plate during the service.  Continue 
reading to learn more about this devastating disease. 

When a group of parents started the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation in 1955, there were no 
treatments for cystic fibrosis. These parents set their sights high -- to advance understanding of 
this little-known disease, to create new treatments and specialized care for their children, and to 
find a cure. 

Today, the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation supports a wide range of research that focuses not only on 
improving the quality of life for people with cystic fibrosis, but also on accelerating innovative 
research and drug development to add tomorrows.  

Cystic fibrosis is a progressive, genetic disease that causes persistent lung infections and limits 
the ability to breathe over time. Statistically, 1 in 20 people are unknown carriers of a recessive 
CF gene. For couples who each have a copy of a CF gene, there is a 1 in 4 chance of having a 
child with the disease with each pregnancy.   

 

 



 

For those with the disease, in the lungs, the mucus clogs the airways and traps germs, like 
bacteria, leading to infections, inflammation, respiratory failure, and other complications. For 
this reason, minimizing contact with germs is a top concern for people with CF. 

In the pancreas, the buildup of mucus prevents the release of digestive enzymes that help the 
body absorb food and key nutrients, resulting in malnutrition and poor growth. In the liver, the 
thick mucus can block the bile duct, causing liver disease. In men, CF can affect their ability to 
have children. 

Because pharmaceutical companies have historically been reluctant to make major investments 
in developing drugs for rare diseases like CF, the Foundation has provided funding to encourage 
biotech and pharmaceutical companies to focus on CF and help advance potential therapies that 
would be unlikely to move beyond the lab and into clinical trials. 

Over the past several decades, the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation’s unwavering focus on CF research 
has resulted in at least 10 therapies to treat the disease. The Foundation supported over 60 
multicenter trials in 2018 for a wide range of therapies and is continuing to build on this 
momentum by aggressively funding an innovative research agenda. 

By pursuing a wide range of promising strategies, the Foundation has built a robust pipeline of 
approved and potential therapies that tackle CF from all angles, including drugs targeting the 
underlying cause of the disease. Nearly every drug recommended for CF was made possible 
because of CF Foundation support. 

 

Warning! Congregational Meeting 

Dear Members and Friends, 

On behalf of the board I would like to alert you to a congregational meeting immediately following the 

service Sunday, June 9. First Universalist Parish of Chester will hold this meeting to discuss changing 

the service start time from 9:30 to 10:00 a.m. beginning in September 2019. We hope you can attend 

this brief but important meeting. 

If you cannot make it to the meeting, please email me with any questions or comments. Thank you! 

Melody Reed, Board President   

 

President’s Message - June 2019 

"Water, water everywhere but not a drop to drink." A phrase my grandfather used to say just to be silly when it 

was raining too much.  But water has been on my mind a lot lately and is no laughing matter.  

We've had an "unusual" rainy and cool spring, in fact between May 2018 and April 2019 the wettest on record in 

the US according to a report in the Washington Post. "Climate extremes" is a term being used more and more 

these days, and while recorded as the wettest year there are still areas experiencing extreme drought in the 

south and southwest.  



But back to the water. Were the flowering trees this spring not glorious? And what about the flowers in your own 

gardens, are they not lush and covered with buds, their blooms about to burst open in the sun? (When we have 

sun.) It just goes to show how much water plants and trees need in order to thrive. But oh, not too much water!  

My heart goes out to the people living in the mid-section of the country who are suffering from the results of 

ongoing record flooding, and especially the farmers who will miss the planting season this year. In the age of 

climate change I've grown acutely aware of just how delicate a balance is needed for all life to survive and thrive 

on Earth, including humans.  

Every spring a little brook forms from snow melt and rain in the woods around my place, it meanders down 

through the hollow along Wymans Falls Road and I often roll down my car window just to hear that precious 

sound. Water. Not too much but just enough, and I worry, can we wean ourselves off fossil fuels fast enough to 

ward off the worst-case scenarios, and climate chaos such as many have experienced this spring? Like a sunny 

day after a long cold spring, when I see the youth of the world rising and demanding those in power act to 

combat climate change it gives me much hope.  

 

Music News June 2019 

Peace Choir singing at the  Congregational Church of Westminster. 

The Peace Choir’s has an invitation to visit and sing at the Congregational Church of 

Westminster West at  10:00 am on Sunday June 16.   Everyone’s invited in case they want 

more music before heading off on vacation! J Just in case, the church is located about half-way between 

Putney and Saxtons River on Putney/Westminster Road (as opposed to being on Rte 5.) 

For information about music at First Universalist Parish, contact Julane Deener at (802) 463-9719 

or julanejulane@comcast.net 

Ice Cream Sundays                                                                                                                     
Choir led services will be held Sunday July 14, 2019 and August 11, 2019 at 4:00.                                    

We will have some healthy snacks and Ice Cream Sundaes.   We had a great time last year and will   

continue our Ice Cream Sundays in 2019. 

CHURCH Picnic - June 9th                                                                                          
The church picnic will be held at Steven and Nancy Davis’s house on Lovers Lane Road in Chester.  

Nancy and Steven will supply the hot dogs and hamburgers.  It is a potluck so please bring lawn chairs, 

side dishes, deserts,  and drinks. 

The Mountain Valley Climate Action group meets twice a month in the fellowship hall. 

We are working toward identifying a specific action or actions to take in our community that will help 

offset our collective carbon footprint and combat climate change. Meetings this month are scheduled 

for Wednesday, June 12 from 5:30 - 8 p.m. with a potluck during the first hour, and meeting starting 

at 6:30 p.m., and Sunday, June 23  from 3  - 5 p.m. with a potluck after the meeting until 6 p.m.    

mailto:julanejulane@comcast.net


The Vegan Food Potluck (always the third Wednesday)                                                     

June 19 from 5:30-7:30pm.    You 

don’t have to be Vegan to attend but 

the food does. If you’re curious about 

vegan food, this is fun way to try a 

few different recipes and enjoy good 

conversation. Sometimes we show a 

film or a have a food demonstration. 

Please join us! Disclaimer: We are not 

against small family farms that raise 

livestock nor are we against the 

Vermont dairy industry. We do frown 

upon “factory farming” practices that 

harm the environment and are cruel 

to animals. 

 

First Universalist Parish of Chester                                                                                              

P.O. Box 90                                                                                                                                      

211 North Street Chester, Vermont 05143                                                                                            

Telephone: (802) 875-3257                                                                                                                                 

Our updated Web Site - http://www.chestervtuu.org/ 

like us on Facebook!                                                                                                                                                                                         

Newsletter:  firstparishebulletin@gmail.com     

E-Mail address:  firstuniversalistparishchester@gmail.com 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

Unitarian Universalist Church in Springfield, Vt 

Summer at the Meetinghouse 
  

Apr08201 

After our June 9 service, we’ll take a break for a few weeks.  Over the summer we’ll have four Sunday 

morning services at 10 am: July 7, July 21, August 4 and August 18. 

Second Wednesday Gentle Yoga classes will continue through the summer.  However, First Friday Films 

and the Coffee House Music Series will not resume until September. 

Other summer events to be announced. Check the website at  uuspringfieldvt.org   

  

 

https://uuspringfieldvt.org/2635-2/

