
 
    

 

 

First Universalist Parish of Chester 
WELCOME TO OUR STONE CHURCH IN CHESTER VERMONT 

First Universalist Parish Newsletter 

May 2019 
 

May 5  - First Day of Ramadan 

May 5 -  Cinco de Mayo 

May 12 -  Mother’s Day 

May 27 -  Memorial Day 

 

 



 

Church Events 

Sunday Services begin at 9:30 
Childcare Provided  
 

May 5, 2019, by Kevin Carson: “Unitarian Christianity at 200” 

On May 5, 1819 William Ellery Channing delivered his famous sermon “Unitarian 

Christianity” (also known as the "Baltimore Sermon”) at the ordination of Rev. 

Jared Sparks in Baltimore, Maryland.  Does his sermon that defined Unitarianism 

in his day still speak to us 200 years later? 

 

May12, 2019, by Rev. Dr. Nancy Jay Crumbine 

 

 

 

 

May 19, 2019, by Kevin Carson: “Occupations, Vocations, and the Heart’s Bliss” 

In response to my invitation for sermon topics, one of you suggested I talk about my ongoing work in 
both Information Technology and ministry.  What (if anything) makes a vocation different from an oc-
cupation, and how can we find our heart’s bliss? 

 

May 26, 2019, by Nick Boke: How do we act religiously? 

My Shiite friend’s decision to take off her headscarf and sneak out for a glass of 

wine, combined with some Rhode Island legislators’ decision to dab their fore-

heads with ash in March got me wondering about the relationship between what 

we believe and what we do.   

 

Principles in Action May 2019 Collection 

During the month of May we will collect money for the “Plant a Shrub” initiative at the First 

Universalist Parish.  As you can see when you come by the church, Scott Wunderle has been busy 

replacing and moving the soil in front of the church,  moving the front  tree and placing it by  the solar 

panels, obtaining some additional trees, installing the bench that we purchased last year, and preparing 

the area for the historical marker.  



 

The Master Plan can be seen down in the social hall and 

Phase I will be working on the front of the 

property.  Scott is generously donating his labor but even 

so, this is a very expensive project. 

 

 

 

 

Donations from Congregants and visitors will allow us to 

purchase plantings for this initiative and improve the 

appearance of our property, so it becomes an anchor in the 

Historical Stone Village.   

 

Pictures of work in progress taken by Scott Wunderle 

President’s Message - May 2019  

Once again, my thoughts are heavy with sadness over another senseless shooting in a place of worship. 

I am sickened by it, and I am weary. At times I feel helpless as I’m sure you do too. Not only about the 

pervasive gun violence against innocent people but ecological violence that bombards the Earth daily. 

Remedying these problems can seem insurmountable. Many avenues led us to this point, to extreme 

levels of hatred, and the carelessness of our natural world. Problems won’t be solved overnight. But we 

must not succumb to despair, it helps to act. We can follow Mr. Roger’s advice and “look for the help-

ers.” We must continue to do what we can and think of more ways to open our hearts and build bridges 

within our community.                                                                                                                          Some im-

portant dates to remember: 

The Mountain Valley Climate Action group meets twice a month in the fellowship hall. 

We are working toward identifying a specific action or actions to take in our community that will help 

offset our collective carbon footprint and combat climate change. Meetings this month are scheduled 

for Wednesday, May 8th from 5:30 - 8 p.m. with a potluck during the first hour, and meeting starting 

at 6:30 p.m., and Sunday, May 26th from 3  - 5 p.m. with a potluck after the meeting until 6 p.m.    



The Vegan Food Potluck is (always the third Wednesday), May 15th from 5:30 –7pm.   

(See  attached poster). You don’t have to be Vegan to attend but the food does. If you’re curious about 

vegan food, this is fun way to try a few different recipes and enjoy good conversation. Sometimes we 

show a film or a have a food demonstration. Please join us! Disclaimer: We are not against small family 

farms that raise livestock nor are we against the Vermont dairy industry. We do frown upon “factory 

farming” practices that harm the environment and are cruel to animals. 

The First Universalist Parish Board will meet after coffee hour Sunday, May 12. If you 

have items you have items to add to the agenda please contact me at melodious54@gmail.com. 

VQUUC Conference in St. Johnsbury is Saturday, May 18th. Stephanie and I are planning to 

attend. 

What happened to Spring? Hopefully by the time you’re reading this newsletter the weather will have 

improved. I’m looking forward to dividing Hostas for the church plant sale. If you’d like to do the same 

in your flower beds, now is the time as plants need a couple to 3 weeks to adjust and look healthy for 

the sale. If you need labels for your plants contact me, a nice presentation makes a big difference. We 

can begin accepting boxed or smaller items now. Setting up and pricing starts the week before the 

sale. “The Biggest Church Sale Ever” is Memorial weekend. (See attached poster) 

The church picnic is June 9th.   More information to follow in the June Newsletterl                                                                                

Take care,  Melody Reed 

Music News May 2019 

    May 21 Easter Sunday Service 

The First Universalist Parish Choir 

decked out in their Easter Bonnets  

For information about music at 

First Universalist Parish, contact 

Julane Deener at (802) 463-9719 

or julanejulane@comcast.net 

 

 

.    . 
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Sunday Social Hour after the service. 

Everyone is welcome to join us after the service in the downstairs social hall for a Social Hour.   Set-up and clean-up for 

these fellowship times are taken care of by regular volunteers, but refreshments are potluck.  

Goodies are bring what you have, ready to serve, when you can. If there are leftovers, please give them away  

or take them home. 

 

First Universalist Parish of Chester                                                                                              

P.O. Box 90                                                                                                                                      

211 North Street Chester, Vermont 05143                                                                                            

Telephone: (802) 875-3257                                                                                                                                 

Our updated Web Site - http://www.chestervtuu.org/ 

like us on Facebook!                                                                                                                                                                                         

Newsletter:  firstparishebulletin@gmail.com     

E-Mail address:  firstuniversalistparishchester@gmail.com 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Chester-Andover Family Center Empty Bowl Fundraiser  - The public is invited to An Empty 

Bowl Dinner Fundraiser at GMUHS on 

Thursday, May 16 from 4:30-6:30. 

Join us as we celebrate Arts Night and raise money to Sup-
port the Chester-Andover Family Center and the GMUHS 
Art Department. 

Come for dinner between 4:30 and 6:30 and stay for the 
Art Show at 6PM and a Pops Concert at 7PM. 

Dinner will be provided by the GM Iron Chef Teams under 
the guidance of Chef Jason Tostrup, of the Free Range. Your 
dinner will include a “special” ceramic bowl lovingly hand 
painted by volunteers and local children under the coordi-
nation of Melissa Howe of Endless Creations, the CAES Af-
ter-School Program and the Art Department at Green 
Mountain. 

Tickets for this community event are Adults $10 and Chil-
dren $5. Advance tickets are available at Green Mountain 
Union High School, the Chester Andover Family Center, the 
Free-Range Restaurant and Endless Creations Studio. 

http://www.chestervtuu.org/
mailto:firstparishebulletin@gmail.com
mailto:firstuniversalistparishchester@gmail.com


 

The Greater Sullivan County Survivors of Suicide Loss Supp[ort Group 
The Greater  Sullivan County Survivors of Suicide Loss Support Group is showing the Film “The Ripple 

 Effect” at the Springfield  cinema at 6:30 on May 29th! The film is free to the public with  

donations accepted!   

Randy Wiggin 

 

Peace Choir invitation to sing at the Congregational Church of Westminster 

 

 

The Peace Choir’s has an invitation to visit and sing at the Congregational Church of Westminster 

West at  10:00 am  on Sunday June 16.   Everyone’s invited in case they want more music before 

heading off on vacation! J Just in case, the church is located about half-way between Putney and 

Saxtons River on Putney/Westminster Road (as opposed to being on Rte 5.) 

 

 
 


